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BIHAR: THE CRADLE OF INDIAN CIVILISATION

The enarmauring state of India, Bihar got its name from the word
"ihara” meaning Monastery or a place ocoupled by monks. Here
different religions, cultures and beliefs coexist in harmony. The
region has significant spirtual sites of Hindu, Buddhist, Jain,
Muszlim and Skhreligions.

In the past, Bihar was the focal point of energy, keaming and
culflure i India for a lang time. India's first realm, the Maurya
Empire and omne of the words most noteworthy relgion,
Buddhism emerged from the district that now makes present-day
Bihar Magadha realms, under the Maurya and Gupta dynasties,
unified the extensive parts of South Asia under one central rols,
The cap®al city - Patna, eafier known as Patlipulra, was an
imperative political, military, and monetary cenire of Indian
civilization during the historic era. & is here, tha nemnants of the
world's foremost university Nalanda sheeps n the void of tirma.
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Situated in the eastenn part of Indea, Bihar is bolted betwaen
West Bengal in the east and Uttar Pradesh in the west.
Moreovar, with Nepal in its narth and Jharkhand fowards the
south, Bihar's climate is affected by the lesser Himalayas that
starts at the foothils of Mepal. The slopes or hilly terrain of
Bihar, especially the Rajgir slopes, aré much famouws for their
Buddhist and Jaln connections.

The Blhar plain is paried in two unegual parts by the Ganpes,
which straamsg from west 10 east. Bihar's soil i essentially
productive, dug to the presance of the Ganges and its tributaries.
The Gangetic plain is tremendous and is a standout amongst the
most populated zones in the nation. The aimosphere of Bikar is
usually warm, however, Ociober, November, February and March
are mosily favourable forlourism.
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Marry of Sanatana (Etemnal) Dharma or Hindulsm's ancient ryths
and bepends are associated with Bihar. The region holds the merit
for bringing forth numerows refigions. It was here thal Prince
Gautam accomplished enlightanment and transiormed 1o Buddha
at the presant Bodh Gaya, 2 town in central Bihar and gave birth 1o
Buddhism. The district is brimming with stays ol the religious
commumities known a5 Stupa. Lond Mahavira, the author of Jain
religion wag algo born here and atiained nirvana, The site is ust a

couple of miles toward the south-gast of Patna at present the town
of Pawapuri.

The tenth Guru of the Sikh religion, Gury Gobind Singh N was
bom hers and became a proficient S&kh saint. A grand Gurdwara
(Sikh temgple) - Takhat Sri Harmandir Ji Sahib also regarded as
Patna Sahib was constructed in the eastern Patna fo celebrate the
Gurnu's memory. The Gurdwara is ona of the five hollest spots of
worship (Takhat) for Sikhs.
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The Magadh and Licchavi kingdoms thrived during 7 and &°
certury B.C. The rulers of this tirmea implemerntad an arrangesment
which is not only a predecessor af modern art of statecraft but of
the inkape of statecraft with the financlal aspects. A counsal to
the Magadh King Chandragupta Maurya, Kautitya (atso regarded
a5 Chanakya) and the creator of Arthashastra, the firs! freatise on
the modern economics also Bved hene,

The famous Mauryan king - Ashoka was the first to sst firm
docirines for the effective adminéstration of people in around 270
B.C. The doctrines wera inscribed on sione columns and placed
across the kingdom. The column was delegaied with the statue of
at least ane llon sitting over a platform which was shown with
gings of wheels. The lion denoted strength, wheel denoted efernal
natwrg of fruth, hence the name Dharma Chakra. This figure of
lions, on A platform, with engravings of a wheel, was adopted as
the official symbol of the independent Republic of India in 1947,
Dharma chakra Iz akso infused in the nafional flag of India.
Remnants of these pillars still exist at Lauriya-Nandan Garh in the
district of West Champaran and at Vaishall

Set-up in Bihar - Malanda (5" century) and Vikramshila
(8" cantury) are famous centres of leaming. They are considered o
be the oldest inlermational and secukar iniversiias that mpartad
knowiedpe and wisdom to students from acnoss the borders.

For the Hindu pillgrims, Gaya standouts as the miost sacred
destination for offering prayers to ancestors. Ramayana and
Mahabharata, the fantastic sagas of Indéa, sl have numerous
urforgetiasble fales associated with different places in Bihar. The
creator of Ramayana, Valmiki was also a native of Bihar region.
Sufism alzo developed in Bikar because a significant number of
Sufl saints slarted spreading peace and bratherhood between
Hindus and Muslims. The Sufis setiied hare during the kslamic
period. Sufi saints ke Imam Taj Fagih from Maner, Shihabuddin
Pir Jagiot are some popular names. The Qadri order, presenty
considered to be one of the central Sufi orders in the stale, had one
of the most notable representatives, Syed Muhammad of Amihar
Sharif, skuated in tha Auwangabad district of Bihar.

BIHAR TOURISM

Bihar boasts of a vast choice of destinations for fourists. The visit can be a religions one or simply experiencing the shear splendour of the
archeological sitas and the untouched natural swmoundings of Bihar, A traveller may explore Buddhist Circuit, Jain Gircuit, Ramayana
Clrcuit, Sufl Gircuit, Hindu Gircult, Sikh Gircult and other places of interest spread across the state,

PATNA THE CAPITAL CITY

The modern-day town of Paina, capital of Blhar s one of the oldest
rivering citles, The heritape of Bihar dates back to the Yedic age. A
number of these have been mentioned in the Buddhlst and Jain
literatures, dating as back as the 1000 BC. Magadh staried from
here, which i the most prominent of all. The center of the kingdom
was the south of the Ganges in Bihar The first capital was
Rajagriha {modem Rajgir), then Patlipuira (now Patna). Magadh
flourizhed and acquired mest of Bihar and Bengal with is
conquest of Licchavi and Anga respectively and thereafier much
of eastesn Lttar Pradesh and Odisha.

Bihar expanded under the role of Mauryans. Chandragupia
Maurya and his son Bindusara held control over a significant
emping, which sirsiched from Bangal to Afghanistan. The Ganges,
navigable throughout the year was the main river highway from
Delhito Bengal. Throwgh the banks of Paipudra (Patna) and Champa

(near Bhagalpur), Mauryan vessels saled &s long & 1o S Lanka
and Java. Emperor Ashoka (Chandragupta's grandson) who ruled

frorn 273 tn 232 B.C. becama one of india's most lustrious rulers,
Together with his conguest of Kalinga, marniime business alongside

Paina is well connecied by rail, mad and air. The city has regular

the Ganges reached s peak.

Patliputra or the present Patna holds a significant spat in the
madsaval history, especially for Hindus, It is considerad o be
related io Goddess Patan Devi. The Greek historian Megasthenes
and the Chinese language explorer Fa-Hien, both have recorded
vibrant accounts of the fown i their iravelogues, Nearly evary
dynasty in north India, like the Mughals, Sikhs, and Nawabs of
Bengal, fought for control over this area. The warfare of Buxar In
1764 mounted the Toothold of the East Indsa organisation right
hiere, which evantually brought about British supremacy over the
Northarn Provinces.

Al the time of British rule, Bihar was ruled by the Viceroys and the
public buildings in Patna reflect this fact. Moreover, like any ofher
north Indian state of India, Paina's architecture displays the
various forms of rulers. In 1912, Patna was the capital of the
provinces of Odisha and Bihar whilst the Bengal Presidency
became partifioned, and later in 1936, Bihar got statehood and
Paina became its capital city.
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TOURIST ATTRACTIONS

train connectivity from major cities of India. There [ also the
Loknayak Jayaprakash Airport in the city that is well connected to
other cifies by imiemnational and domesiic flights. Aoad transport
I also available from many norih Indian cities. The best seasonto
vizit Patna Iz from the month of October to February. There are a
number of luxury and budget hotels in Patna with all amenities.
Towists visiting Paina muest visit local bazars fo buy traditional
weaves like the locally-made sarees and Madhubani paintings
which are awailable af Paina Haat Upendra Mazharathi Silk
Sansthan, Patliputra industrial Area, Paina Market and Hathwa




Markst. Travellers can also relish local delicacies like litli chokha,
milk pedas and chaats available in the marksts.

The major tourist attractions of Patna are New Bihar Museum,
Khuda Baksh Driental Library, Golghar, Patna Cemedery, Padri-Ki-
Haveli (a church), Takhat S Harmandir Sahib, Agam Kuan,
Buddha Smwiti Park, Maner Sharif, Gurdwara Pahila Bari aka
Gurdwara Gae Ghat, Gurdwara Bal Lita Maini Sangat, Gurdwara
Buru Ka Bagh, Kamakdah, Khankah Mujibia (Phulwari Sharif),
Khankah Emadia (Mangal Talab, Patna City), Dargah Sharif,
Mithan Ghat (Paina City), Sadaquat Ashram, Martyr’s Memoria
kand a host of other structures. Places that are close by include
Gaya, Rajgi, Bodh Gaya and Malanda, whera one of the oldest
universities of the world was established.

Theother towrist attractions of Patna ame discussed balow :-

NEW BIHAR MUSEUM

This museum is the beainchild of Shri Nitish Kumas the
honourable Chisf Minister of Bihar Recently Prime Ministar
Marandra Modi visited the MNew Bihar Museumn and was
mesmerizead by It Itis a grand showeasa of the pre-historic ages
to the early 18" cantury AD. With a total of saven galaries -
History, Historical Art, Comtemporary and Regional Art, Bihari
digspora, Visual Storage, Childrer's and Orentation, the museumn
stands on the site of the capital of India's ancient Magadhan
Empire, Patfiputra. Spread across 13.9 acres, the museéum
possess two treasured displays. One, the Didarganj Yakshi- a
Mauryan statue and a 5,000 kg Buddha bagging bawl.

AGAM KUAN

The bottomless well, is an ancient relic of the Mauryan Empéror
ﬂmnnmunummmwnumw

BUDDHA SMRITI PARK

This park was built fo mark the 2554" birth anniversary of
Buddha. The Pafliputra Karuna Stupa, standing tall at 200 feet
high, situated in the middle of the park is the principal attraction of
this park which was inaugurated by the 14* Dalai Lama. Every
evening 4 laser show is hosted to showcase the history of Bihar
from the time of Ramayana to post Independence.

Buikiha Swaric Pask

MANER SHARIF

In the earty ages, Maner was 3 centre of learning. Maner contains
two well-known Mohammedan tombs, that of Shah Daulat o
Makhdurn Dawlal, known as Chhoti Dargah, and the other thal of
Shedkh ‘Yahia Maneri or Makhdum Yahia, caled the Bari Dargah,
Maner Sharil walls contain carvings and high finish. A great dome
crowns it, and the cailing is covered with carvad inscriptions from
the Quean, The architectural nuances bears the testmony to
Jehangir's imes.

GAYA
Gaya s als0 0né of the Dest places 10 vislt and is

an important pilgrimage site for Hindus, It is 5%
believed that a Hindu will attain salvation if his -

last rites are offered under the immortal

banyan tree in the yard of Vishnupad temple. -
Mangla gaurl Temple, Sita Kund, Akshay Vat, *
Ramshila Hill, Dukhharni mandir, Mahabodhi -
Temple, Thai Temple, Gurdwara Shri Guru -

Tegh Bahadur Ji - Gaya.

Pretshila Hills are some otier [mportant tamples, %

where karge number of pilgrims visit every day.

The oter few touri! atiractons of Gaya are 4

discussed balow-

MAHABODHI TEMPLE

This UNESCO world heritape site ks located at Bodh Gaya. The Mahabodhi Ternple Complex was first built by Emperor Ashoka. The present

temple dates fram the 5* or 6% centuries from the late Gupta perod.

THA1 TEMPLE

The sole Thai Temple in India boasts of a 25
meter high bronze statue of Buddha. Located
ried to the towist bungalow, the Thal Temple |
adormed with sloping and curved roof which i
covered with golden files.

VISHNUPAD MANDIR

This mandir i5 located along the Falgu River,
marked by a footprint of Lord Vishau, The
Bhumihar Brahming of the state hawe been
the ftraditional priests at this Mandir as
Gayawal Pandas. Several legendary
gilnts a5 Ramanujacharya, Madhwacharya,
Sankaradeva and Chatanya Mahaprabhu have
visited this shring.




NALANDA

Malanda s another historical place worth visiting, where the waorld's first residentlal university was established In 5® century BC. At the peak
of iz glory, the Unlversity had over 10,000 shudents and 2 000 eachers, Buddha |5 belleved to have visied Nalanda a number of imes. The
Chinese traveller Huan Zang stayed here for flve years to learn Buddhism, Hes travelogues mentlon the vivid descriplions of the ghorlows
learning centre at Malanda. The excavation of the orginal site has revealed the ruins of 11 monasteres and several femples and
manuments like Pewapur, Kundalpus, Natanda Bari Dargah (Bihar Sharif, Makanda), Chhoti Dargarh (Bihar Sharif, N atanda).

The other few tourist attractions of Natanda are discussed below-

NALANDA UNIVERSITY

Anchet ampanor Kumargupta established Matanda University in 450
AD. Offering courses (v almost every anea of lsaming, §a Unkersity
attracied students from all over the world, The terracotta seal from
the Liniversity has been put on display in the AS| Museum at Makanda,

Walindn Uradversin

RAJGIR AND BODH GAYA

Rajgir Iz lncated in a grean valley surrounded by rocky hills. This
place is sacred to both Buddhists and Jains as the Buddha
delivered his earliest sermons here and the Lord Mahavira
visited it ofien. The first Buddhist council or conclave was held
hiere in the Saptarmi Cave, which is also the main sourca of the
Rajgir hot waier springs. A cable car provides access fo the
hilttog Peace Papoda templa which was buil by the Japanese,
making it an ideal sightseeing mace in Bihar | is a workd
heritage site, declared by UINESCO in year 2002. Bodhgaya is
where the Buddha attained enlightenment. This makes it one of
the mostimportant Buddhist pilgimage sites in the world. There
are a mumber of famous structunes in these two places such as
Ajafashatru’s Fort, Bimbisara's Jail, Swama Bhandar The

PAWAPURI

Lord Mahavie, the last Tithankar attsined ‘Nirvana' at Pawapur,
Bliom away Paina. This is a holy site for Jaing as Lord Mahawir was
alsa buried here, where presently the Jalmandir stands.

Jalrraandfr, S

Peace Pagoda, Cyclopean Wall, Ghora katora, Pandu pokhar.

The other few fourist attractions of Rajgir and bodh gaya are
discussad below-

GHORA KATORA
Also known as the horsa bowl, 1his ke |5 a renowned tourst
destination of Rajger district. YWhat sets thes destination apart from
ather tourist spots is the Tkm phaeton drive from Rajgir to Ghara
Katora amidst lush grean forasis

PANDU POKHAR

This sprawiing park offers a 4.5m-wide |ogging track, play area for
children, food and beverape counters wilh sitfing aneas and a lush
green park heving a bhool-bhulahya among other amusements.

NAWADA DISTRICT

The famous destinations of Nawada destrict ane Kakodal and
Gonava Jes.

KAKOLAT

This is 2 waterfall in Gobindpur police-station, about 21 miles
away from Nawada. The waterfall is about 150 i 160 fest, from
the ground bevel. The view is panoramic due to a-round green
forest anea, which ks wery pleasant to the eyes.

SASARAM DISTRICT

Among other things Rohtasgarh Fort, Gurdwara Ghacha Phaggu
Mal are very popular places in Sasaram district.

ROHTASGARH FORT

Gliuated 39 kilormeters from Sasaram, Rohtazgarh Fort (s
ponzidered as the major and strongest hill forts in India. This fort
sarved as a sale shelter for treasurers and families of Sher Shah
gurl, ShahJahan, Maan Singh, M Qazsim and others,

SHER SHAH TOMB

The Sasaram fown was built in memory of Emperor Sher Shah
Suri, a Pathan from this place in Bihar, who defeated the Mughal
Empenor Humayun and ruled for 5 years fill his death. His tomb is
aneample of Indo-klamic ang hitecture.

AURANGABAD DISTRICT

DEO SUN TEMPLE

King Bhalravendra Singh built the 100-ft high sun temple. But
wheat sats this sun tample apart |s the fact it faces the weast, uniike
most sun temples. Deo sun temple & also the best lncation o
witness chhath puja,

ROHTAS DISTRICT

MUNDESHWARI TEMPLE

One of the oldest Hindu monuments of Bihar, Mundeshwear
temple has an octagonal shape. K I3 locaied in Kaimur district,
clese to Bhabhia Road.

GUPTA DHAM

Gupta Mahadev temple or Gupta dham |3 dedicated to lord Shiva.
The locals believe that the Shiva lingam inside the temple is theare
from an anciemt time.

WEST CHAMPARAN DISTRICT

VALMIKI WILDLIFE SANCTUARY
This sanchuary covers an area of B30 s5q. km. (approx) and houses
leopards and figers along with the fishing cats, chitals, sambar,
black bucks, langur, sloth baars, gaurs.

Winlmiki TFldlif Sancnisss




GURU
CIRCUIT

TAKHAT SRI th DIR SAHIB

Maharaja Ranjit Singh Ji, the first king of the Sikh Empire, taok up
the reconstructions of this sacred birthplace of the great Guru in
1839. The present gorgeows edifice of Harmandir Takhat was
reconsirucied in 1354 as the earthguake of 1934 destroyed some
partofit.

There are four more Gurdwaras in the wvicinity of Takhat Sri
Harmandir Ji, Patna Sahib:-

GURDWARA PAHILA BARI

AKA GURDWARA GAE GHAT

Popularty known as Gurdwara Gae Ghat, It |s dedicated to Gury
Nanak Dav Ji, who stayed hera during his visit 1o Paina inthe aany
1500's.

GURDWARA BAL LILA MAINI
SANGAT

Situated close to Takhat S Harmandir Sahib Ji, this shrine stands
atthe former home of Raja Fasteh Chand Mairn. His wife or the Rani

Shri Guru Gobind Singh JI, the tenth of the len Skh Gures,
the eleventh being the iving perpetual Guru, Shri Gury Granth
Sahib WJi (the sacred ted of Sikhism) was borm in Paina on
22% December, 1666. A saint, soldier, poet and revolutionary,
Shri Guru Gobind Singh M Inspired a strong bond among Sk
community. His notable contribution was to the continual
formalisation of the faith which the first Gure, Guru Nanak had
founded as a religion in the 15" cemtury. Guru Gobind Singh Ji
Initiated the Sikh Khalsa in 1699, Atthe birthplace of Gure Gobind
Singh Ji in Patna is the Gundwara - Takhat S Harmandir Sahib
which i reverad as one of the five Takhats by the Sikhs.

traated young Gobind Fal as har own s0n. When Gobind Fal left
Paina, the Rani had a Gurdwara bullt n her home,

GURDWARA SHRI GURU

GOBIND SINGH GHAT

Sifuated close to the bank of river Ganga this place is also linked
with Guru Gobind Singh |I's childhood.

GURDWARA GURU KA BAGH

This Gurdwara cormmemoratas the arival of Guru Tegh Bahadur
to Patna. Adter four yvears of towring Easiemn India, the Guru
returned to Patna to join his family.

GURDWARA HANDI SAHIB
DANAPUR

This Gurdwara was builtin the memary of Shri Guru Gobind Singh
JI. An obd lady whose name was Mata Jasni cooked Khichdi in a
handi and for Guru Ml offered it to Satgure Ji. So this place s
known as Handi Sahib.

GURDWARA BARI SANGAT
SHRI GURU TEGH BAHADUR JI
CHAUKI

Gurdwara Bari Sanpat She Guru Tegh Bahadur JI Chauki -
Bhagalpur had twa Sikh Sangats when Gurn Tegh Bahadur visied
it in 1667. The place itself is named Gurdwara Bari Sangat Shri
Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Chauki Sahib. &n old hand-written copy of
Guru Granth Sahib acquined from the former Uidasi priest of tha
Shrine ks preserved in Gurdwara Singh Sabha.

GURDWARA CHACHA
PHAGGU MAL- SASARAM

The Gurdwara Chacha Phaggu Mal is the principal Gurdwara of
the town housed In a spacious high-ceilinged hall with a gallery at

THE OTHER GURDWARAS IN BIHAR

mid-hesght, Threa copies of Guru Granth Sahib are saated side by
side under a domed rectangular pavilion of white marhle.

GURDWARA PAKKI SANGAT

Monghyr Gurdwara Fakki Sangat - Monghyr, a district town,
170 k. east of Patna Sahib by rail, is another ptace where Guru
Tegh Bahadur is known o have stayed during his eastward
Journey. It was during his stay here that he ot the news of the
biirth of Gy Gobind Singh Ji.

GURDWARA SHRI GURU

TEGH BAHADUR JI - GAYA
Gurdwara Shrl Guru Tegh Bahadur JI - Gaya ls an anclent Hindu
pligrimage on the bank of Phalgu River, a tributary of the Ganpes,

where the pigrime go to worship and cenemory IS conducted by
local priests for the benefit of their ancestors.

SHRI GURU TEGH BAHADUR AITIHASIK GURDWARA, KATIHAR

This historical Gurdwara ks shuated at Lakshmipur Panchayat of Bararl Block of Katihar District. It is approx 40km from the district
headquarters. Many people visit this vilage zs it s associated with Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib. An old wolume of Guru Granth Sahib ks alzo

preserved here.

:\!Il Shei s Tegh Buakader Atsikasik

Carduind, Kiatihar



KAMALDAH, PATNA

In the area callad Kamaldah (Gulzarbagh, Patna) is  high mound
of brick ruins on which two Jain temples stand. There is
mausoleum of Jain saint Sthoolhdbhadra and the temple of
Sudarshan Swami.

KUND GRAM, MUZAFFARPUR

As par Jain scriptures, Lord Mahavira, the 24" Tirthankar, was
bom at Kundagrama and his residenca was al Vaniyagrama. Both
the places wera aithes part of or near Viaishali. The modern villapea
of Bania is at the site of ancient Vaniagrama and Kund Gram is
idantified with the modemn village of Vasokund, about 2 km
nartheast of tha gadh mound.

Jainism, a prominent religion of India fliourizhed in Bihar This ks a sacred destination as the birth
place of tha 12* Tirthankara Viasupujya and 24™ Tirthankara Mahavira, Mahavira spent most of
his time around this region and attained Mahaparinirvana at Pawapuri which has become the
micest holy site foramy Jain devotee. Champapur ks also a very revered place as it is the birth place
afthe 12* Tirthankara Vasupujya Swami.

KUNDALPUR, NALANDA

A beautiful Jaisalmer stone iermple is skuated close 1o the ruing of
ancient Nalanda University al Kundalpur, This houses statues. of
Lord Mahavira, Adinath Swami and (autam Gandharva. This
place is belaved to be the birthplace of Gautam (andharva, the
first disciple of Lord Mahavira, An ancient.Jain temple is alsa hera,

JALMANDIR, PAWAPURI

Also kniown as Apapapur, the sinless town, is a very sacred Jain
pilprimage centre, As per Jain Mythology and belef, Lord
Mahavira, the grestest propounder of Janism, sttained Mirvana at
Pawapuri. Hundreds of thousands of his disciples and devotees
ok away the ashes after his cremation here. The rush was so

great that even the soils of the area were taken away and it became
i tank. Later on, & beautiful temple known as Jakmandir with white
marbe was consirucied in the certer of the tank to commemarate
the Lord's Nervana,

OTHER IMPORTANT PLACES

SAMOSARAN

This beautiful temple honours the place where Lord Mahavira sat
o ieach his disciples. The temple Is consirucied with white
marte, rising by bow sieps into saveral concantric fermaces wiktha
beshlve shaped shrine on the top containing the footprints of Lord
Mahavira.

MANIYAR MATH

This monument is situated on the way to the Son Bhandar Gaves,
almast in the canter of the ancient inner city enclosure. Lagand is
that Srenika or Bimbizara had 32 wives 10 whom he daily gave
new arnaments and threw the okd onas into a wall, which is still
there. At this place there is a modern smiall Jain temple.

SONE BHANDAR

Thene are two rock-cut caves, adlacent to each other, excavated
on the southern face of the Vaibhara hill, facing the wesiem
partion of the valay, Of these, the western one 15 locally called as
son-Bhandar {Gold Treasury). As per local beliet, the pieca of rock
within this space Is an ancient wedpe biocking the passage to the
freasury of in the body of the hill. | consists of a rock-cut
chambar and itz front part has fallen. Inside the southern wall of
the cave there are six small figures of Jain. Tirthankaras carved in
reliefl and represemting aprabha, Parshvanatha and
Mahavira.

GONAVA JEE, NAWADA

Gonava villape is sfuated at aromnd one kilometer north of
Nawada on Paina-Ranchi road. This s a pilgrimage site for the
Jaing of bath sactions. The Digambar Jain temple is just by the
side of main road while te Shwetarmbar Jain tample is behind It
The tempde is famous and known &s a place of Nirvana of Lord
Mahavira's first disciple, Gautam Gandharva,

LACHHUAR, JAMUI

Sltuated at about 8 km west of Simarla and 7 km south of
Slkandra, this pilgrimage site has a large number of Jain temples
and dharamshala bulit i 1874 by Ral Dhanpat Singh Bahadur of
Murshidabad, for the benefit of Jain pilgrims, who vis® some
places in the adjacent hills. The nearest are about 5 kms of
Lachhuar and are marked Muth Boodhroop and Muth Purusnath.

In e two smeall shrings situated in the valley between two paralal
ranges of hills, there are small stafues of Mahavira dating back to
Sarmvat 1505, where & the olber statues are aldar than this, Sorms
Jains hold Lachhuarto be the birthplace of Mahavir Swami.

BISRAM, BHOJPUR

This pkace in the town called Arrah howses 45 Jain temples. Lord
Mahawira, the 24" Jain Tirthanlkara, took rest here fior some time
during his wanderings and hence this place is called Bisram (rest).
Jaing from every part of the coundry visit Bisram throughout the
year wharea Jain iemple with an idol of Lord Mahavira exists.

MASADH, BHOJPUR

This village is locabed at around 9 km southwest of Arrah town., An
ancient Jain iemple dedicaied to Parshwanath with eight images
dating back to 1396 A.D, as per archaological reconds is situated
here. The lemiple was compleled inthe year 1813 A.0.

MANDAR HILL, BANKA

Situated around 48 km south of the Bhagalpur town, the Mandar
hill is about 700 ft high that consists of a huge mass nfaran'rte
overgrown near the summit with low ungle. The Skand Purana
associates Mandar or Sumeru with the old story of Amnitz-
Manthana or churning of the ocean. The story goes that the Gods
and the Demons (Devas and Asuras) with a view i secure amrita
{the divine liquor), consuming of which is believed lo confer
immortality, used this Mandara or Sumeru Mountain as the
churning stick or rod. The great mythical serpent, Vasuld, was
used as the rope. Due to this mythical azsociation, the hill has
assumed congaderable religious significance and is a place of
pilgrimage. Two Jain temples ane sitiated on the summit of the hill
where the Jain pilgrirms worship Lord Vasupujyanaths.

CHAMPANAGAR, BHAGALPUR
A western suburb of the Bhagalpur town, Champanagar i
mentioned as one of the places, where the last Tirthankara

Mahavira stayed for three rainy seasons m the course of his
religious wanderings. According to Jain fradition, it is believed that

Jain Tirthankara Vasupupya was borm at Cham mgar ar
Champapwn. There are two Jain temples of consl slze,

both entirely built &t the expense of the famly of Jagat Selh, a
devotes. At the nearby hamlet of Kabirpur there iz another Jain
W with the footprints or padukas r) of the 24 Jain
Tirthankaras with an Ingcription dated V5. 1694 or 1637 A.0.

KUNDGHAT

Itis around & km from Lachhaur, where the temple of Kundeshwari
Deviis situated and which is considered sacred by the Jains.
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BUDDHIST
CIRCUIT

Miskabeadl Terrgele - Boadh Geege

Bihar is the land from where Buddha bagan his journey to search
the solution for suffering and finally got enlighiened. The
magnificent Mahabodhi temple and the revened Bodhi tree atbract
Buadhist pilgrims from all parts of the world. | i3 here that Lord
Buddha attaned enlightenment and propounded a new raligion
known a3 Buddhism which iz inday foliowed by millions of people
throughout the world. The sacred foolsteps of the Buddha,
evolved into pilgrimages are trailed through the Buddhist Circuit

[MPORTANT BUDDHIST
SITES

VAISHALI

Vaishal i a famouws city adorned by numenous Buddhist spats

and the seat of first republic of the world. Vaishali was made

immiortal with frequent visiis of Lord Buddha who came here to

give sarmons and lectures. The main atiractions of the city ane

Ashoka Pillar, Buddha Stupa, Fortof King Vishal and srmm'smg:

;ama is just 55 km from here and is well connected with number
BE5.

NALANDA

Nalanda was the saat of learning thousands of years ago and the
remains of the warld's first residential university. Af the peak of its
glory, this residential university housed more than 10,000
students and over 2000 teachars from anound the world. Natanda
came into prominange whan Lord Buddha visited hera to deliver
sermons and speeches. Apart from the ruing of Great Natanda
Univerasity, one gets 1o see here some wonderful collections in
Nalanda Archaeological Museum. Sitwaied opposite the university
complex, the museum houses both Hindu and Buddhist bronze
statues, 2ome of which are undamaged. The main attraction in the
museum & the two huge tarracotta jars of the first century. One
can also visit the Mava Malanda Mahavihara, which is an instiute
completely dedicated to study and rasearch in Pall Literature and
Buddhism, Malanda is situated around 90 km from Pana.

BODH GAYA

This is undoubtedly the most important Buddhist destination in
India and probably in the workd foo. it & here that Prince
Siddhartha affsined enlightenment wnder a Bodhi Tree and
became Lord Buddha and gawe rise io & new religion called
Hmnim.ﬂmummFiWEMMum the woarkd pay vielt
1o the famous Mahabodhi Ternple, Bodhi Tree and other revered
places. Bodh Gaya ks scatiered with nomerous stupas canved with
statues of Lord Buddha in different postures. There are many
intermafional monasteries and iemples here that belong o

different countries. The most beautiful and grand one is the Thai
Temple situated on the western side of Mahabodhi Termpla, Bodh
Gaya is nearly 110 kem from Patna and Is wall connected by road
and ral transportation.

RAJGIR

Rajgir is situaked just 10 kms. from Nakanda . Lord Buddha wsed to
give sermons here on the Griddhkut Hill, which has made it a
special place for Buddhists. Just 10 km from Rajgir is Kundalpur
having & famous Jain Temple and Pawapuri- the most sacred
place for Jaing, where Lord Mahavira aftained Nirvana and eternal
oalvation. The main attracfions of Rajgir are the Ajatashatru's Fort,
Bimbisara's Jall, Swarna Bhandar, the Peaca Pagoda and the
Cyclopean wall. The peace pagoda is situaled on lop of the
Griddhikut hill. A path I3 there to reach the top of the hill, but the
best way to reach the hill top is an aerial chaidift. The views over
the Rajgir Hills will leave one mesmerised and spellbound.

KESARIA, EAST CHAMPARAN

Kesarla has a lofty brick mound capped by a solld brick tower of
considerable sire, which is the remains of 2 Buddhist Stupa. The
mound is & ruin with a diameter of 68 feet at its base and a tolal
haight of 5% feet. Originally it was crowned by a pinnacle which
must have stood BO or 90 feel above the ground. General
Cunnéngham dated this monument to AD 200 to 700, and held that
it was built upon the ruing of a2 much older and larger siupa.
Interastingly, Kesariva siupa is believed to hawe been built to
honowr the place whena Lord Buddha had spent tha kst days of his
journey, before attaining Mirvana. it Is said that Lord Buddha
handed over his begging bowl to the Lichhiviz, people of Valshall
and requested them to go back to Vaishali after his death. To
venerate the end of the §fe of Lord Buddha, the Lichhivis are said to
heve built this stupa. While formerly, it was only a mud Stupa, it
wﬁrﬁ its present structure in the Maurya, Sunga and Kushana
pee

LAURIA NANDANGARH

Lawia Mandangarh is & rural communily in the region of
Champaran. An aftractive sheleton of an enormous stupa is
prasent hens, 11k 2 26 medre slevaled ancisnt bock reflected to be
the stupa where the remaing of Lord Buddha were preserved. Ala
distance of half km. from the community, the renowned pillar of
King Ashoka exists. The pillaris the only slab of refined stone mare
than 32 teat (10 m) tall. The peak is ball formead with a round clone
decoratad by Brahmi birds sustasning the figure of a lion. The pillar
iz emblazoned by the decree of Ashoka in apparent and
deligitfully hack lettering.
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RAMAYAN
CIRCUIT

Ramayana i3 not just another tale, it is an influential EJlB%EI‘F-EJ‘I
indispensable part of Hindw relighous canon. The land of Bihar |5 2
place which replate with storias from the apic Ramayana, written
by sape Valmiki Muni, There ara mary places which ans connecied
to diffarent occasions of Goddess Sita and Lord Rama's We.
According to believes Mithila staie was once fanh&amrme
drowght condltions. To Impress Lond Indra for rain, King Janak
started plowing a fleld, Atime had come when the plowing reached
Panaura and the plough hit a vessel. The vessel broke and Goddess
Sita sprung fo life, Thereafter, this place is known a5 S&amarhi. The
King Jamaka of Videha and his wife Sunaina adopied Sia
Thereafier, the place |5 known as Sita Kund, Bihar witnesses sites
mentioned in the Ramayana right from birth of Sita Goddess 1o
#':rm killing by God Ram and rescuing a lady e Devi Ahalya
M & CUrse,

3]
R 1
5
3

f

JANKI TEMPLE (PUNAURA):

This temple is about 5 km south west of Sitamarhi, This temple is
claimed to be the barth place of Sita and is considered 1o be sacred
place where peaple go for a pligrimage.

JAMKI TEMPLE (SITAMARHI):

This more than 108 years old Hindu temple, shusted near
Sitamarhi, is related to Goddess Sita's Iife. The temple ks belleved
ta bathe birth place of Goddess Sita.

PAMTH PAKAR (SITAMABRHI):

An ape old banyan tree still stands hare abowl Blem north east of
Sitamearhi, Itis said that when Sita left Janakpurin a palanguin for
Ayodhya after the marriage with Sh Ram, she was given rest for

i1

a while under this very banyan tres.
HALESHWAR STHAN (SITAMARHI):

This is an ancient temple of Lond Shiva abowt 3 km north west o
Sitamarhi. According 1o myths the King of Videha on the occasion
of Putrayesthi Yagna, founded this temple.

AHILYA STHAN {DARBHAMNGA):

The village is situated about 24 km north west of Darbhanga and
about 4 km from Kamtaul Ralway Station. [t i known for the
temple of Ahilya, which is associated with the well-known legend
of the sage Gautam and his wile Ahilya as told in the eplcs and
Puranas. Inside the Shrine is a flat stone said to contain the fool
prints of Sita, wite of Ram, 25 the main objectof worship.

CHANKI GARH (WEST CHAMPARAN ):

Alzo known as Janakd Garh, this villags is siuated about 9 km east
of Ram MNagar Raliway Station. Thera is a lange mound in the
gastern part of the village. tis a mass of zolid brickwork and is 90
feat high. It was probably originally a fort and the remains of
fortification can siill be seen. The local tradfion as=arts that it was
afortol King Janak.

VALMIK]I NAGAR{WEST CHAMPARAN):

Thig Is a village on the Indo Nepal border 42 km north east of
Bagaha to which itis connected by & metal road. There is a Valmiki
Ashram, which is said 1o be the place whare Maharshi Valmiki
Wved. On the occasion of Makar Sankranti every year a fair is held
on the bank of River Gandak. Besides an old Shiva temple
constructed by the Beftiah Raj, there are also ancient temples oi
Nara Deviand Gaurl Shankar at Vakmiki Nagar.
SINGHESHWAR STHAN (MADHEPLRA)

Simgheshwar Sthan has been the abode of Lord Shiva from the
ancieni Gmes. Though there are varous sioras aboul
establizhment of the Singheshwar temple, the one thal ks widely
and popu lady accepbad, relates to Rishi Shringi. In the ancent tims
Simgheshwar was siuated on the bank of the rver Kosl and was
surrounded by dense and lush green forest, It was ideally situated
for * Tapasya' (Meditation) and it is here that Vibhandak Rishi along
with his son Rishi Shangi devoted all his time in deep meditation.
PHULLAHAR(MADHUBANI):

Situated about 6 km west of the block headquarters al Limgaon,
the village houses temples of Goddess Girifa. It is sald that Sita, the
daugtrer of king Janak, used to come here everyday 1o worship
the Goddess. Lord Rama saw her for the first ime at this place.

PRETSHILA HILLS {GAYA):

About 8 lam north-wist of Gaya, the 873 feel hiph Pretshila Hills is situated. The ieral
meaning is '"Hll of Ghosis'. On the top of the hill is a small temple, appropriately
dedicated 1o Yam (The God of death).

KAKD (| EHANABAL):

Situated 10 km egast of Jehanabad Ralway station, it k5 believed that Lord
Ramchandra’s stepmother, Rani Kaikeyi of Ayodhya lived here for some time and the
village took itz name after her. The village also has a tomb of Hazarat Bibi, Kamal
=ahiba, a great Muslim lady saint. |t i said that this lady was e aunt of Haryat
Makdumn Saheb of Bihar Sharif possessed diving powers.

FAINCHUBRA(VAISHALI):

The place |s siuated in Vaishali block, where a fair is held every year on Ram Mawami
day. The local tradition has it that lord Ram Chandra had a stopover hare fora bath on his
way to Janakpur. There are some marks on stone, which are said to be his fooiprints.

AHIRAULI (BUXUR}):
Situated about 5 km north east of Buxur, this village has a temple of Devi Ahilya.

Accarding to the legend, Rishl Gautam cursed his wife and she turned Into a stane.
'When Lord Ram's fest touched the sione, Ahilva became alive out of it.

RAIN REKHA GHAT (BUXUR):
According to the legends, lord Ram Chandra and s younger brother Lakshman with their

teacher Rishi Vishwamitra had crossad the Ganga hene on thair way to Janakpur where
Lord Ram toak part inthe Sita swayarmvar (the public caramony of Sita's Marriage).
TAR(BHO]JPUR):

Situated about 10 km north west of Piro, the villape derfves its name from Tarka, a she
demon killed by kord Rama. There is an old tank in the village that is said fo be the
wresting ground of Tarka.

GIDDHESHWAR.(JAMUI:

According to local legends, on Ravan's Way back to Lanka after abducting Sita, the eplc
fight between the vulture Jatayu and Ravan took place here on the hill that is situated
about 13km south of Jamul. There i a temple of Lord Shiva, which draws big crowds

on the occasson of Shivratr and Maghi Purmima.
SITAKUND {(MUNGER):

Situated in a village abowt 6 km aast of the Munper town there is a hot spring known as
the Sia Kund. The story goes that Lord Rama, after rescuing his wife Sita from the
demon king Ravan, suspected her chastity and Sita, to prove her chastity, agresd to
enter a blazing fire. She came out of the fire unscathed, and dissipated the heat she had
absorbed from the fire In the pool in which she bathed. The hot spring is now enclosad
in a masonry reservolr and is visited by lanpe number of piligrims, especially at the full
moon of Magh.




SUFI
CIRCUIT

During the medieval perod, the spiffuaissc aura enjoyed by
Patiiputra (Paina) attractad many Sufi saints who preached in a vary
humanistic way that mada the region a hub of pigrimaga for the
dewatees of l religions.

MANER SHARIF (MANER,

PATNA)

It is a large vilkage of historical antiquities, siuated in the extrems
north west of Danapur Sub-division, about 32 kmwest of Patna on
Patna-Aurah Highway. In the early ages, Manar was a cantre of
leamning and it is said that grammarian Panini, and also Bararuchi,
Wvad and studied here. Maner contains two wel-known Sufi
fombs, that of Shah Daulat or Makhdum Daulak, known as Chhodi
Dargah, and the other that of Shalkh Yahia Manari or Makihdem
Yahia, called the Ban Dangah. Makhdum Daulat died at Maner in
1608, and Ibrahim Khan, Governor of Bihar and one of the saint's
dizciples completed the erection of his mausoleurm in 1616. The
building is exceptionally fine one, with walls containing carvings
of great delicacy and high finish. A great dome crowns &, and the

= Memar Sharif Tomh

celing s covered with carved inscriptions from the Quran. Every
detall of it Is characteristic of the architecture of Jehanglrs times,
and It ks by far the finest monument of the Mughals in Eastem
India, Inslde the compound there s a mosque akso bullt by Ibrahim
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Khan in 1610, whillas a fine gateway bearing an older inscription
cormesponding ko 1603-01, and affords accass to the north. The
tormb of Yahia Maneri lies in a mosque walis and ghats, and pillared
porficos juttang out mto it, which is connected with the old bed of
the River Sone by a tuaned 400-ft lang

KHANQUAH MUJIBIA (PHULWARI
SHARIFE, PATNA)

Situated neady 7 km from Patna Railway Stafion, Phubwan Sharf
is an important Iskamic pilgrimage centre. R has been always a
fawourite abode of Sufi saints, aspecially Hazrat Pir Muzibullah

Quadr in the 18" Canfury. The Khankah Muzibia, founded by him
at Phudwari Sharif is called the Bari Khankah. An obd Madrasa hare
has been the most important cendre for teaching of Islamic
phiosoply since its establishment.

Sacred hairs of the baard of Paigamber Hazrat Muhammad Saheb
are praserved here in Banri Khankah that aftracts throngs of his
followers and a big mela is hald every year. There 5 also an
archeciogically important and worth seeing ancient Sangl Masid
(mosque) bulit of red stones at Phulwari Shari. £ was built by the
Mughal Emperar Humayun.

KHANQUAH EMADIA (MANGAL

TALAB, PATNA CITY, PATNA)

Dne of the offsprngs in the family of prominent Sufi Saini Hazrat
Pir Muzibullah Quadri had founded another Khankah during 19"
century near atank called Mangal Talab that is situated in the Paina
City Chowk area. R is caled Khankah Emadia that houses a
Madrasa. An Urs is hald here annually when fhrongs of devotess
assamble and pay their respect to their beloved Sufi S aint.

DARGAH SHARIF, MITHAN GHAT
(PATNA CITY, PATNA)

& beautiful double slorked mosgue was bullt by Mughal Prince
Azim on the banks of Ganges at Mittan Ghal, Patna CGity area that
wxs previously called Azimabad during the reign of Mughal
Ermperor Aurangzeb, This mosque was bullt for SMulla Mitan who
was tgacher of the Prince. it was the place from where the great
Sufl Balnt Hazrat Makhdum Munnem vsed to preach his disclples
during the 18" Century. The anciant mosque still exists and Is
popularty known as Dargah Sharil. Every year, afier 5 days of
“Eid®, an annual Urs Chiraga Is hedd hane when devotess assamble
at this Dtargah Shearif In great numbers.

! Dargak :w’mr Mithas Ghar

HAJIPUR KARBALA (VAISHALI)

it was constructed 175 years ago by Shah Alam which afiracts a
karge crovwd of Muslims throughout the years.

HASANPURA (STWAN)

Situated about 21 km south of Shean on the bank of Dhanal River, It
ks belleved that this villape was founded by Makhdum Salyed
Hasan Chisti, 2 saint who came from Arabla to Indla and setted
hera, He also founded a Khankah (religious instiutlon} here, The
villape containg remaing of a karpe mosgue and tomb of the Salnt,
which |z visited by both Hindus and Muslims, The grave IS a |ange
open court to the west of the village. In front of it Is a basalt image
of Vishnu which has been treated ruthlessly. It |5 belleved that an
inauspiciows fiend had wrned it Into stone by the holy Makdurm
and must not b raised or placed erect. It contains no inscription
bt tts stybe shows it to belomng to about the seventh cemury A.D.

BIBI KAMAL SAHIBS (KAKO,

JEHANABAD)

The village is the headquariers of the block of the same name and
is siuated on the Jehanabad-Bihar Shail read, about 10 ks east
of Jehanabad raitway station. According to a local legend, Ram
Chandra's stepmother, Rani Kaikeyi of Ayodhya lve here for some
time and the village ook its name after her. The village has also a
tomb of Hazrat Bibi Karmal Sahiba, a great Muslim kdy saint. itis
said that this kady was the aunt of Hazrat Makhdurn Sahed of Bitar
Sharil and possessad diving powers,

BADDI DARGAH (BIHAR SHARIF,

NALANDA)

This town is known as Bihar Sharif, owing 1o s many Muslim
tombs that still refain fraces of ks imporiance as a Muslim
pligrimage centre. There iz 2 hill called Pir Pahari, about one meter
to the northwest of the town. AL its summit is the dargah or
matsalaum of the Sairt Mallik lbrahim Bayu, around which are fen
smialler tombs, It |5 a brick struciun surmouwnted by a dome and
bears Inscripiions showing that the saimt dead in 1353, Another
greal dargah [g that of Mokhdem Shah Sharif=ud-gin, also called
Makhdum-ul-Mulk, who died here in 1379. The inscriplion over
the entrance shows that his tomb was built in 1569, This tomi,
which stands on the southem bank of the rives, is held in graat
veneration by the local Mohammedans, who assamble hers anthe
5" day of Sawan to celebrate the anniversary of his death. The
Chhoti Dargah is the shring of Badruddin Badr--Alam, a famous
saint who died hera in 1440,

CHHOTI DARGAH

(BIHAR SHARIF, NALANDA)

Dargah of Makhdum Hazrat Sultan Ahmed Charampose, Bihar
Sharif (Nalanda). The baggest and the oldest building of Mohalla-
Ambser in the Bihar Sharil Town (Nakanda) is Tomb of Hazaral
Makhdum Sultan Salyad Shah Ahmed Charampose Teg Barhana
Rohmeatulla Alaib. He was borm in the year 1236 and passed away
in 1335 (according to kslamic calendar 657-776 Hizr). He is
regarded with high estaem among other Sufi saints and Auliahs.
Thousands and thousands of people participate in the “Urs'
calebrated here in memory of the Saint every year,
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Mahatma Gandhi s reversd a5 the 'Father of the Mation', He is known as Mahatma, meaning
‘great soul, because of his work on non-violence, Satyagraha and seffless sanvice to the
people of India. Mahatma Gandhi spant 20 years In South Alrica working and fighting
against discrimination. |t was there that he created his concept of ‘Satyagarha’, a non-
violent way of protest against injustices. Afer returning 1o India in 1914, he became the
backbone of the non-viplen! struggle for India's freedom from Brilish clutches.

MOTIHARI (EAST CHAMPARAN)

Matifar wes the first laboratary of Gandhian expariment in Satyagraha against the forced
farming of indigo and probably it will mot be very incorrect 1o say that it has been the
spring board for India's independence. Champaran district generated a wawe of
enthusiasm and nspiration fo the people who were thirsting for a saifless and saintly
leader. The technique followed by Gandhiji in Ghamparan was what |ater attained the
name of Satyapraha.

HAZARIMAL DHARAMSHALA, BETTIAH (WEST
CHAMPARAN)

It is at Battiah in the Lal Bazar area, Gandhi and his companions usad to camp hare and it

wag the epicenter of his "Satyagraha®. The State Govi has declared this building &

protecied monument. The Bettiah Raj Kutchehrl and the Dharmashala whare Mahatma
Gandhi stayed are well worth visit.

BHITHARWA ASHRAM (WEST

CHAMPARAN)

This is a village in the Bettiah Sub-division under Gaunaha
Block. This was one of the cenires for social work
selacted by Gandhiji, when he was in Chamgparan in 1917.
At present there iz a Khadi Centre working under direct
control of the Bihar Khadi Samiti. There is a Gandhi
Ashram where Mahatma Gandhi had stayed during the
Indian freedom struggle.

BRINDABA (WEST

CHAMPARAN)

It is a small village in the Battiah sub-division under Changatia
Block. It has the Gram Seva Kendra, which has been
planned 1o wark out the deals of the Gandhi seva sangh, The
All India Gandhi Seva Sangh held thelr annwal conference at
this village in 1937, Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. Rajendra
Prasad attended it. Gandhiji stayed hare in 1939 and started
an Ashram, which is still functioning.

Gandby Sonpahalke

SHRI RAMPUR (WEST CHAMPARAN)

Situated in the Gaunaha Block of Bhitharwa Panchayat. Gandhiji had
stayed hera on 167 November, 1817,

KOELDIH (WEST CHAMPARAN)

Under Gaumnaha Block in the Belwa Panchayat. Gandhiji had visited this
plac2on 16° Movernber, 1917,

AMOLWA (WEST CHAMPARAN)

Under Gaunaha Block in the Majharia Panchayat, whera Gandhiji spert a
night omthe 277 April, 1917 with his other companions.

MURLI BHARHAWA (WEST

CHAMPARAN)

it was the native place of Pandit Raj Kumar Shukla who had been a close

associate of Mahatma Gandhi during the Champaran Satyagraha

1I:-l'ln:nua:n'u;ﬂt.I"arrtil Shukda ook a lead role in bringing Mahatma Gandhi to
hamparan.

SARISWA (WEST CHAMPARAN)

Thiz place is in Ratanmala Panchayat under Majhaulia Block. Gandhij
and his companions had taken statement of raivats in an open yard in
frontof the temple.

HARDIYA KOTHI (WEST

CHAMPARAN)

it is under Bishunpur Panchyat of the Mautan Block. i was the houss of
Mr. G. P Edward, a British indigo plamter. Remains of this bullding areina
slighfly betier condition in comparison to ofher such old buildings.

SADAQUAT ASHRAM (PATNA)

it is siusled in Digha area on Paina Danapuwr Road and in pre
independence days guided the freedom movement in Bihar It s
assockated with the memaries of Mahatma Gandhi, Dr. Rajendra Prasad,
Maulana Mazharal Hague and other leaders.

GANDHI SANGRAHALAY (PATNA

MUSEUM)

Close o the western end of Gandhi Maidan in Patna, the Gandhi
Sangrahakaya houses a large number of Bems and artifacts related with
Mahatrna Gandhi and his satyagraha movement in Bihar. It also has a
vast collection of Gandhian Iiterature and phatographs dapacting his e
and works. A "Charkha" (Country made spinning wheel) used by
Mahatma Gandhi is also well preserved in this mueseum.




1 KAKOLAT (NAWADA)
% W5 a waterfall in Gobindpur, about 21 miles away from Nawada. Just
bedow the fall, there is a desp natural reservoir The fall ks about 150 o 160
feet, from the pround level. The scene ks panoramic due to all anound
green forest area, which Is very pleasant to the eyes. According 1o the
legend, in Treta Yisga a king was cursed by a rishi and had to take the
shape of a python and lived here. The place was visited by the great
Pandavas during their exdle and the king who was cursed ot salvation
from the bad effects of the curse. The king after petting rid of the curse
proclaimed that one who would bathe in the waterfall will not take the yoni
of snake and that Is wity a large number of peaple from far and near bathe
inthe river. A big fair ks held on the occasion of bishua or Chalt Sankrandi.

Wi  Eco
¥ CIRCUIT

Fvhodar Wneriok (Mowcada)

BHIMBANDH (MUNGER) Rl
i 'F_' )

Itis situated at a distance of 56 kom from Munger, 20 km from Jamui . o WL B

Raliway Station and 200 km from Paina Airport. Bhimbandh Wild Life = g8 R o T
Sanctuary is kocated inthe south west of Munger Disfrict. The forests L ke s '3*_-_-: SO R e
cover an arsa of 661.99 sq km on the hills and undulating fract of = &7 OSSR 0 e IR ) L

Kharagpur Hills. The vegetation of these forests is wery nich where
5al, Semal and other frees grow side by side the hilly tarrains,
profecting from the sun rays the forms and humble creepers which
grow below. A host of wild animals such as Tiger, Leopards, Sloth
Baar, Nilgai, Samibhar, Barking deer, Wild bear, Four Homed Antelope | M iy
are found inthese forests. In the valley portions and atthe foothills are X8 b , g SR
saveral hot springs of which the finest are at Bhimbandh, Sita Kund = e TR

and Rishi Kund.

GHODA KATORA

Ghoda Kadora is being developed as an eco-tourism site, which will
have a huge Buddha statue which will be flanked by his four important
disciples Ananda, Maha Kassapa, Maha Moggallana and Sariputia.
The idea is o pay fribute o the Buddha and his disciples who are partof
the culiural legacy of Bihar. The Buddha spent a considerable part of
his Bfe here 2t Rajgriha and around. Buddha's disciples Saripuita, Maha
Mogpallana and Maha Kassapa belonged to Magadha, and their
contributions to the Buddha, the Dhamma and the Sangha are well
documented.

T
1.'4\. -‘r

mkm

uPh SR 3 e WA S
- Wha s shee w ob Ak,
J‘mn?}:ﬂw‘;l:;ﬂ'lfrﬂ
e T -:'m:mrm

BARABAR CAVES

The architectural beauty of Barabar Caves situsated in the Barabar Hills
is magnificent. These caves ane located at a distance of around 25 kmi
from Gaya. These caves were carved during the first phase of
development of Buddhism in the second century BC. These rock
caves are deep and finely cut and have fing glassy and shining polish
inside. Buddhist |iterature reveals that these caves were meant for
Ajivika Buddhists. Barabar Gaves are divided in three types and one of
them Iz Magarjuna Gaves. Other two are Hut Gaves and Caves of
Pandavas. Nagarjuna caves situated on Magaduna HIll are twio in
number; Sudama and Chaupar. These caves wene meant for ascefic
spiritual Buddhizt monks who were truth seekers and wanted
izolation and seclesion

i ik

VALMIKI NAGAR TIGER RESERVE
Spread across 880 sq km (appros), the Valmikl Wikdlife Sanciuary ks
the safe home for the tigers, one of the threatened specles of the
worid. Located at the cradie of Himalayan outermost Shivallk range,
the reglon has a very undulating landscape comprizing of steep rise
and deep ridoes with the lush green forest arownd. The kopards and
Tigers along with the Fishing Cats, Chitals, Sambar, Btack Bucks,
Langue, Sloth Bears, and Gaurs make the jungle an advemburows
destination for the tourists. The deep forests of Sal, Asan, Karama,
Semal, Cane gte, offers a salubrious climale inthe area.

GANGETIC DOLPHINS

SAN CTUARY, BHAGALPUR

Located in Bhagalpur district, e sancluary is a 50 km stretch of
the Ganga river. It ks the only protected area for the endangered
Gangetic Dolphins in Asia.
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AGAM KUAN, PATMNA

Agam Kuan, the boftormbess well, Iz an anclent relic of the Mauryan Emperor
Ashok, Located a ittke distance away from Ashoka's Charitable Hospital in the
Kurmrahar complex is this famous Ashokan remain, the Agam Euan, which (s

belleved to be a part of the legendary hall created by Ashoka.
GOLGHAR. PATNA

Golghar ks an owtstanding anchiteciural péace. Buili in the year 1786, a flight of
sieps winds anound this 29m high building to the top, from where one gets an

amazing view of the river Ganga and Patna city.

The state houses some very xquisite harftage sites which speak volumes for its
glorious past. Some of the heritage sites found hens dates back to the imes ol
Rarmayana and even Mahabharata.

TOMB OF SHER SHAH SUR]I,
SASARAM

The tomib in the Sasaram town was built in memory of Empérar
Sher Shah Sur, a Pathan from this place In Bihar, who defeatad
the Mughal Emperor Humayun and ruled for 5 years tl his
death. His tormi is an example of indo-Islamic archilecture.

Pelareyr’s Mievaevial, Frina

MARTYRS MEMORIAL, PATNA

It Is a modern phece of art in front of the secretariat with ie size
statues of the seven martyrs who were shot in their aitempt io
hodst the national tricolor, during the Cul indla Movemend.

NAVLAKHA. PALACE, RAJNAGAR

The palace was built in the 17" century A.D. by Maharaja
Rarmeshwar Singh of Darbhanga.

JARASANDH KA AKHARA,
RAJGIR

The sought-afier venue that hosted, indeed, the most historic and
gxciting battles in the history of ancient ndia. This larger-than-life
batile between the strongest of the Pandavas, Bhima and the
ardent worshipper of the Lord Shiva, Jarasandh was fought hare.

BUXAR FORT, BUXAR
Buar Fort ks known for iz architectural beauty and is considened

to be the most valuable treasure of the city of Buxar, Tourists have
a greatfime in going throwgh the artifacts and carvings of the fort

MUNGER FORT, MUNGER

Built on a rocky area, this is one of the essential monumends of
Munger, The fort was constructed during the earty e of 1slamic
rulers.

ROHTASGARH FORT, SASARAM
Siuated 38 Klometers from Sasaram, Rohasparh Fort IS
considerad as the major and strongest hill forts in India. This fort
sarved as a safe shefter for treasurers and families of Sher Shah
auri, shah Jahan, Maan Singh, Mir Qasim and others.

VIKRAMSHILA, BHAGALPUR

Situated 252 kms. from Paina in the district of Bhagalpur,
Yikramshila is fha site of the ancient Vikramshila Univarsity. The
university was founded by king Dharmpala, in kxte 8* century AD.
A;lg:'] ﬂrnus.pahg for years, it was plundered by invaders around
1 .

KHUDA BAKSH LIBRARY, PATNA

oet up at the turn of the century, the library has a distinguished
collection of rare Arabéc and Perslan manuscripts. It also contains
the only books rescued from the plunder of the Univarsity of
Cordoba in Spain. itis one of the national Bbraries of Indéa.
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MANDAR HILL

— A diminutive hill at a distance of 30 km from Bhagalpur iz one of the most favorite picnic spots in the region. A part from its
location and charming beauty an incredibly large fair held every year on 14 January on the event of Makar Sankarnti. Acconding
1o mytholopical tales ihe mountain hill was used for churning the ocean fo exiract the nectar from §s bosom (Samudar
Manthan). To carry out this process in an eased way, Lord Vishnu rescued the process &s a base by taking the form of a furtke
‘Kurma'. You can witness the marks on the snake noughly around the hill used for Mathan, Foot prints of Lord Vishnu presant
here atiract devotees from far and wide.

OTHER KEY PLACES TO VISIT:
-Fumlﬁlwam = Jain Templein Banka = Moksha Kalyanak Temple = ChandrikaSthan « Bhimbandh-
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FESTIVALS

Bihar is a kand of fesfivals, Chhath, Deepawali, Shravani Mela,
Teej, Chitragupta Puja, Makar Sankranti, Saraswati Puja, Holi, Eid-
ukFir, Eid-ukAdha, Mubaram, Kali Puja, Ram Mavami,
Rakshabandhan, Maha Shivaratr, Durga Puja, Lakshmi Puja,
Christmas, Mahavir Jayanti, Buddha Pumima, Guru Pary and Bhai
Doy are the irmportant festivals in Bihar,

CHHATH PUJA

Chath is a major Hindu lestival celebrated in Bihar and eastarn Lttar
Pradesh. Almost all civilizations have worshipped the 'sun god', but
it haxs 2 unigue farm in Bihar, Chhath Puja Is the only occasion where
the setting sun s worshipped alongwiththe rising sun.
Acconding o the Hindu calendar, Chhaih Puja is celebrated on the
sixdh day of Karfik month. Chhath Puja, also known as Surya
ahashii, is a bathing festival followed by a fowr day period of
abstinenca and ritual purity

Chhath Puja is a four-day long strict and spintual observance. The
first day of the Chhath Puja inciudes taking a dip in the holy

river/any water body. People also take the water of Ganges tathelr
homas to perform special offerings and rtuwals, Houses are
thoroughly cleaned on this day. The second day of Chhath, also
known as Kharna, involves devotess obsarving a day long fast
which i broken in the ke evening after performing the worship
of Mother Earth, The offerings o the God include rice pudding
(khaer) and fruits, which is distnibuted amang family members
and friends. The third day of Chihath goes inthe preparafion of the
prasad (offerings) for the evening offerings, also known as
Sanjhiya Arghya.

In the evening, larpe numbers of devotees gather on the banks
of rivers and make offerings (Arghya) to the setling sun. The
folk songs are played displaying the culture and history of
Bihar. The night of the thind day witnesses a colorful event
known as Kosi, A canopy is made from sugarcane sticks and
Eghted earthen lamps are placed inside the canopy akong with
basksts filled with prasad. On the fourth and final day of
Chhath, family members and friends go i the banks of rivers
before sunrise and making offerings (Arghya) o the rising
sun, After this ritual, devolees break their fast and distribute
Prasad to neighbors and relatives.

The annual Sonepur Fair is an authentic rural fair thet combines
spiritsality with elephant, catle and horse rading, it starts on the
auspicious Hindu Holy occasion of Kartik Purnima, when pilgrims take
an early moring balh in the river, and consnues for around firee
weeks, Sireat ragicians, spiffual gurus, snack stalls, handicrafis,
amusement nides, circus performers, and thaater all craate a camival
b afrmosphens. The Fairalso commemorates the imervention of Lond
Vishru 10 end a great curse and long fight bebween alephant and
crocoditein Hindu mythology. Lagend goes that the elephart bathing in
the river was altacked by the crocodie and was saved by Lord Vishnu,
Thetairis traditionalty known s calfl far,
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s Rajgir Mahotsav, a three day dance festival is held at Rajgir-the
ancient capital of fhe Magadha Kings-every year during the last
waek of Oclober. The event is organised by the Department of
Tourizsm, Govt. of Bihar Full of action, the dance festival consists
of devotional music, operas, differemt kinds of folk dances,
classical dances and balets which creates an afmosphere of

paiety and festivity. Musicians from all ower i cowmiry participate
in the festival.

It i during the wirter saasan that the birds from the Himatayas
migrate towards the plaing, With the arrival of thase colourful
birds, celebration of sama-chakava starts. This s & festival
aspecially celebrated in Mithila. Mithianchal dedicates this
festival to the celebration of the brather and sister relationship, It
rapragants the tradition of this land as well as tha art of making
idals. This festival starts with the walcoming of the pair of birds
sama-chakeva, Girls make clay idols of vasous birds and
decorate them m their own traditional ways. Viadous rituals are
performed and the festival joylully ends with the ‘vidai’ of Sama
and with & wish that these birds returm to this land the next year,

PITRAPAKSHA, GAYA

Pitrapaksha, the fortnight long festival of souls is organized in

Gaya every yaar during September where Hindus from across the
world congregate to worship thair ancestors, 48 Vedis or altars are

spre:ad over different areas of the town and important sites such as
Vishnupad Mandir, Ramshila, Pretshila, Akshayawat and Baitami.
Pilgrims perform 'Findadaan’ ritual at these placeas to the departad
souls. Tarpan consisting of waler mixed with sasame seeds with
Kushaa (kind of sharp bladed grass) is offered fo the gods, rishis
and ancestors.

MAKAR-SANKRANTI

Also known as Tila Sankranti, the festival
marks the beginning of the summer season.
People believe that from this day on, the
days becorne langer and the haat of the sun
dlso increases, Every year it is observed on
the 14" of January, In Rajgl, people
celabrate Makar Sankranti in the month of
Paus which is January in Gregorian
Calendar. Devotees make flower offerings to
the dedties in the temples at hot springs and
bathe in the holy water. At Mandar hill in
Banka district, the festival is calebraied with
pomp and a hupe fair is also held at the
placa, According o belief, the famous
Panchjanya' Sankh of Lord Krishna was
found here. Traces, akin to sermpent cod can
b sean around the hill and it is balieved that
the snake god ofiered himself o be usad as
a rope for churning the ocean fo obtain the
nectar. People celebrate it by giving
offerings io the poor.

BIHULA

Bihula is a prominent festival of eastem Bihar espacially famous
in Bhagalpur district. There are many myths related fo this
festival. People pray to goddess Mansa for the weliare of their
families. The festival nurses the brilliant Manjusha Art, which Is
as magnificent &s the other folk arts of Bihar like Jadopeliva of
Santhal Parganas and Madhubani pairtings of Mithi&anchal. The
principal aim of Bihuka or Bishahei is to please the Goddess
Bishahri In onder o save people from the wrath of snakes. They
depict sketches of various characters and thus present & vivid

description of the ertire mythology aftached ko Bishahri puja.
ar



CULTURE Home to many historical

and culturally important
places, Bihar has rich and
vivid cultural heritage.

ARTS AND CRAFTS

MADHUBANI PAINTING

Otherwise known as Mithila HJ"”SP- this st;-_l: of painfing is &xclusive to
Bihar and ad|oining Teral reglon of Mepal. This painiing I= done with a
coloured paste made from rice powdes. it is believed o be oniginated at the
time of ayana, when King Janak commissioned artists to make
paintings for hs daughter Sitas marriage with Ram. This painting was
originaly done on plastered wall but, now i ks made on cloths and
canvases as well,

PATNA SCHOOL OF PAINTING

Also known as Patna Qalaamas as well as Gompany Painting, this style of
palnting ks an offshoot of the well-known Mughal Minkture School of
Paanting.

CRAFTS

Bamboo-made baskats, cups and saucers paimbad with vivid colours are

found in Bihar homes, & special contalner called paut] wowen out of Sikk

Eﬁﬂh given to bride as a gift when she leaves for her in-laws afier wadding.
on durries and curtaing are also found In plenty. Bhagalpur s well-known

fior Its Sericuttuns, making good amaunt of tusser silk.

FOLK DANCE

Bihar is a land of many types of folk dances which meanifest in its wlmnutlwuul.ﬂh;lmm‘mhh TMM
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momi, iy nach bhui nach @ LITERATURE

baba, Jat jatin, bamar nach, [hami, jhijhia, lawnda nach, natua

nach, bidapad nach, and Gond nach. Bihar ks famous for its ancéent and modem literature. The State has

F{}LKSGNGE ﬂn birth to many mnt.!al“: and mﬂnﬁgnh as
Radhika Raman Or. B Sharan Mishra, Shiva

Bihar has a very old fradition of folk aspecially during . Divakar Prasad

Impaortant occasions mumrﬂ!m m%ﬂ. Bﬂrﬂiaﬂ.ﬁ:ﬁm Renu

festivals, etc. These folk songs are usually accompanied BY  and many more.
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BIHARI
CUISINE/

BIHAR'S
CUISINE

Bihar cuksine has a lang history that can be traced back to the culture thal
flourished in this region or to the kingdoms that ruled the temitory. Rica
forms the main coursa of Iood. The cuisng is predominantly vegetarian,
bart fish, chicken and mutton are taken sparingly. The food I= simple, made
wiih fresh and seasonal ingradients and vegatables that are freated with
simplar ischniques. Mustard ol I predominantly used for cooking and the
aroma of variows ingredients coupled with the flavour of mustard oil gives
it & matural taste and favour, The stabeis famows for dshes such as stulfed

parathas, spicy mazshed potatoes and fizh curry. Dairy products are a must
in this state. Commaonly butienmilk, ghee, lassi and buter are used in cooking. The cuisine of Bifhar is a mixture of Norith Indian and East
Indian cussing . The daily raditional meal thali at a Bihari Hindw home comprises rotl, tarkaar! (vegetables), daal, bhat, dahi and achaar; often

accompanied by ghee, papad, chatni and salad.

Home of |e popular Bihar cuisings ane mentiorsd below:

LADDOO

‘Whan the falk is about Bihari cuising, ong cannod forget the laddoo of
Maner. Laddoo s a ball shaped sweet made of gram-flowr, sugarand
ghae. Though, & s sold in every sweet shop, the ladoo made in
Maner, about 20 km west of Patna, are famous and the best.

KHAJA

silao villags, situated about 15 km from Bihar Sarif and 8 km from
Rajgir, is known for its ancieni fradition of khaja making. A
sweatmeat prepared with maida (wheat-flour), sugar and ghee, itis
available in many varieties - Chandshahi, Round, Palvidar and
Gandhi Topa. Amongst thesa, the one with rectangular shape ks the
miost popular.

BELGRAMI

Belgrami is another swest preparation of Bihar, which is made
from cheese, sugar and ghee. The place in Bihar that is most
famous for this sweetmeat is Udwantnagar, which falls betwesn
Arrah and Buxar,

TILKUT AND ANARSA

Gaya is not anly famous for its associafion with Lord Buddha, but i
is- also famouws fior Tilkut and Anarsa. Whilks Tikuf is mada with white
sesame seeds () and sugar, Anarsa is made with & combinafion of
rica flour, white sesame seeds and sugar. The Ramna Road of Gaya
5 the place where one should head to for tasting these sweetls.

MALPUA

The luscious and mouth watering malpua, which is a speciality of
Bihar is prepared from & combination of maida, milk, banana,
prated cocomut, cashew nut, raisin, sugar, waler and green
cardamam and fried in ghee.,

LAI

Barh, a small town in Paina district that lies betwesn Bakhtiarpur
and Mokama is famous for Lal, a ball or cake-shape sweet that is
prepared with ‘ithobi” or ‘Ramidana’ seeds, "Khna' and sugar.

SOAN PAPDI

Even though the entire stale is popular for this sweel it is a

speciality of the towns of Buxar and Munger. Soan Papdi is
prepared by combining sugar, gram-flour and ghee.

PERUKIA

Perukia, for which Ghhapra town of Bihar is particukary famous. It
i prepanad by moang sooji (semoling) or khoa with sugar and
wrapping the mixture in mllnjmu miade from a mix nt;rnalda_
water and ghee. The sweet is then deap fried in ghee and served.

BALUSHAHI

Runi-Saldpur, which falls on the Muzaffarpur-Siamarh| route, &
the town fhat is famous for its Balushahi. The sweet comprises a
spacially treated combination of maida (wheat flour) and sugar,
which is cooked with ghes,

MAKHANA KHEER

It is a sweel dish prepared with milk, sugar and makhana,
considerad io be a specialty of the Darbhanga region of north Bihar,

SHAKARPARA AND THEKUA
shakarpara and Thekua ara the sweets made from maida (wheat
flour) and sugar, They are prepared only on spactal occasions like
Chhath by siraining the combination of maida and sugar inghee.

DALPURI

In the comtext of the traditional food of Bihar, dalpusi I the first nams
that comes 1o mind. It 15 basically a type of bread, made of saBed
wheat fiour, which iz filled with boiled-crushed gram-pulse that is

fried with Spacial spices. Though mostly a domestic praparation, i
can be had in restaurants as well a5 from roadside-vendors.
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KHATWA

TE}{T[ LES EL Khatwa is the name given 1o appligue works in Bihar, Khatwa is

HANDICRAFTS done by cutting of one fabric and stitching the piecas to another
tabric. Khatwa is mainly used lo creale designer lents, canoples,
ghamianas and much more. Making of such tents involves work
by bath men and women. While cutting of clothes ks done by men,

LITTI - CHOKHA women use their expertise in stithing part. Khatwa is also used in

Linti is another main-course desh that forms a part of Bihar designing women garments as well

cuisine. It is nothing, but wheat figur cake that has been satted

and baked. Litt & filled with satty (fried gram flour) and some

special spices and served with ghee. Liti is siméar to Bati in

appearance but there is a lithe difference. Lt is best eaten with SIKKI ART

brinjal bharta or mashed potato. Li-Ghokha is naw making its The sikki grass articles made by women of north Bihar ane entirely

presence intamationally. difterent from what one sees in any other part of the country. As
the wery name indicales, sikki |z a plant, which automaticaly
onows by the riverside or roadside of rural area. The places whene
the wealheris humid are alzo suitable for the growth of this plant.

BHAGALPUR SILK

Bhagalpur ks known as Sik City as it is famous worldwide fior its
silk production. This silk is of a distinct and special type. it is

L - known as Tussah or Tussar Sik Slk weaving is an ape-old
L\‘ Lieaf . Chakha . traditional howsehold industry of Bhagalpu
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PARWAL KI MITHAI

Parwal ki Mithal s cooked by stuffing the pointed gourd with
khoya giving it the right balance of sweet and salty effect.

DAL PITHA

A Bihari version of dumplings, this dellcacy s made with kneaded
rice flour stuffed with spectal Bengal gram paste and steamed.
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